
Lieutenant Commander Philip Beilock 

In 1935, high school diploma in hand and only a few months shy of his 18th birthday, 
Philip Beilock left the farmlands of central California to join the Navy. The first time 
on a vessel, the young sailor became so seasick that the captain returned to port. 
Making up for that shaky start, Phil would earn a wartime commission which was later 
made permanent. He rose to the rank of Lieutenant Commander, and served in the 
Navy for almost 26 years. He served on several ships, in two wars, and on virtually all 
of the Seven Seas. After the Navy, Phil worked for various defense contractors and 
was involved in several high-profile projects, including the Hawk Missile, F-4 
Phantom, F-14 TomCat, and Lunar Excursion Module (LEM).  

Phil valued education and deeply regretted that he was unable to attend college 
immediately after high school. He was, therefore, always grateful to the Navy for 
allowing him to pursue an undergraduate degree while on active duty. After 
retirement from the Navy, he went to Northeastern University, at night, and earned 
an MBA. Phil strongly encouraged and supported his son and daughter in achieving 
their educational goals.  

For Phil, the Navy was the highpoint of his career. He felt that the most meaningful 
period of his career was his time on the USS DeHaven. In Norfolk early in 1944, 
Commander J.B. Dimmick invited the newly-commissioned officer to serve on the 
DeHaven, which was about to be launched from the Bath Iron Works He would stay on 
that destroyer through WWII.  

A modest man, Phil rarely spoke about the War, but when he did, it was with love and 
respect for the ship and its crew. Across his long, varied, and successful career, Phil 
took most pride in the last official words written about him from the DeHaven in late 
1945: "Mr. Beilock is released, with regret."  

Phillip Beilock passed away on May 8, 2005. 

 


